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Dear parents and carers
After a very long period collecting bottles and then having the project delayed due to the pandemic, we now
have an eco-friendly green house installed! Mrs Emery and the gardening club are looking forward to growing
seeds in their in the spring and then some vegetables, such as tomatoes in the summer. Thank you to all
families who contributed bottles.
We are extremely grateful to the Rotary club members who put it all together on Saturday.

Zoe Cannon

School charity

Each year, the school council chooses one main
charity for the year for which we raise money. In
the past, we have funded a beautiful black Labrador
guide dog called Raven and raised £1500 for the
Alzheimer’s society (the highest amount they had
ever received from a school). This year, our chosen
charity is Cancer Research. Therefore, although we
are wearing red on Friday to mark ‘show racism the
red card day’, we are asking for donations to our
chosen charity for the year, as we usually do when
children are out of uniform.

Parking issues
We continue to have challenges with parking
around school. We are currently working with
Kelsey Mumford who is our Neighbourhood
Partnership Officer to find ways to address this. If
you have any suggestions, do contact Mrs Cannon
at school and we will pass these on.
In the meantime, please ensure that you park
responsibly and with due consideration for our
neighbours.

Littleover Virtual Open Day for Year 6

Parents of Year 6 children have until the end of October to apply for a secondary place. Littleover have asked
us to send you the link to the virtual tour of the school as the live event had to be cancelled.
https://www.littleover.derby.sch.uk/openday.php

Keeping Safe and Well

Individuals will need a test if they have any of the following:

A high temperature

A new continuous cough

A loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste
However, the symptoms of the delta variant are more likely to be:
 Runny nose
 Sore throat
 Headache

If you have been a close contact of a positive case, you will need to arrange a PCR test as well. Pupils who
have been close contacts will still be able to attend school, unless they test positive, and any appointment for
a PCR test will be authorised.
The fastest way to get tested is to go to a testing site. Individuals will need a pre-booked appointment or they
will not be given a test. https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
Please inform us of any child going for a test, or a test result by emailing the safeguarding team (Mrs Cannon,
Mrs Morris, Mrs Merriman, Mrs Wright (formally Miss Roe) and Miss Hayford) at the following email address.
safeguarding@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk

Pantomime

Pupils will be watching our postponed pantomime on Friday, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz. Year 4 and 6 will
be watching in the morning and year 3 and 5 in the afternoon to allow the classes to sit socially distanced.

Communication
For general enquiries, please email Mrs Lord, our office manager.
officemanager@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – Breakfast and After School Club bookings, all payments,
residential visits, attendance and general enquiries.
head@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – serious concerns or positive feedback
senco@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk - Special Educational Needs
pastoralsupport@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – emotional and behavioural support, support for
parents
chairofgovernors@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – communicate directly with the Chair of Governors,
Jill Wilkinson.
safeguarding@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – all Covid19 updates and any safeguarding concerns.
Year3@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – to contact year 3 teachers (just change the digit for other year groups)

.

Covid19 Cases

As you will be aware, the number of daily cases of Covid19 continues to grow across the country and the
city. In response to this, Derby’s director for public health, Dr Robyn Dewis has sent a letter to parents
(attached).
As a school, we continue to have virtual assemblies and lunchtimes arranged so that no year classes mix in
the hall when eating. We do not feel that we need to return to staggered starts or ends to the day, as
there is plenty of room on site to be socially distanced. Parents could consider wearing a mask when
coming onto site.
In line with Transform and government guidance, we are still allowing pupils to come into school when
waiting for a PCR test, having been a close contact of a positive case. However, we review procedures
daily and will amend this policy if we have a rise in cases in school.

Thank you very much to all parents who are being so vigilant regarding symptoms
and LFD testing at home as this is a fantastic support to the school in keeping case
numbers low.

Marvellous Me!
Have you signed up yet? If not, we would be so pleased if you could do this today! 😉

Cycling
There are some great cycling activities available over half term – please see the information sent with this
newsletter.

Parent View

There is an online questionnaire for parents called Parent View. Usually, at our October parents’ evenings,
we have laptops available for parents to complete it. However, due to Covid19, this has not taken place
this year. It is very helpful for us to collect this information and it also goes into a national database that
can be seen by OFSTED. However, we are unable to see any comments made. If you haven’t done so
already, we would be very grateful if you would complete this questionnaire – it should take less than 5
minutes to do.
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/

Chair of Governors Update
Sadly, we said farewell to Rachael Taylor, one of our Parent Governors, who has recently resigned. We
would like to thank Rachael for her contribution to Ravensdale’s Governance over the last couple of years
and we wish her all the best – thank you Rachael.
We also have a new Safeguarding Governor - Mrs Kinder.
We currently have two other governor vacancies and would welcome expression of interest from parents
or the wider school community. Full training and support is provided and it is a very valuable way of
supporting the school.
Jill Wilkinson
Chair of Governors

Times Tables

Thank you to all parents who are supporting you children in learning their times tables at home. This is an
incredibly valuable life-long skill and it makes maths so much easier once these are learnt.
The government have now introduced a ‘statutory times tables check’ for all pupils in Year 4 which will
take place in the summer term. The children will be well prepared for this in school, but the more you can
do to help then learn their tables at home, the better! Please encourage them to log into Timestables
rock stars on a regular basis. Thank you!

XXXXX

Year 5 Residential Visit
We took 47 Year 5 children away to stay at the Mount Cook residential centre near Wirksworth
recently. We left on Friday morning and spent the day outside, walking to Middleton Top and at the
Stone Centre, learning about the rocks in the area and panning for gems.
At the Mount Cook centre, we did orienteering activities and designed rockets which we watched
being sent up into the air.
We enjoyed great food and the ‘full English’ and croissants was a great treat on Saturday morning!
After more activities at the Centre on Saturday, we headed to Cromford, where we had a ride on a
canal boat and visited Cromford Mill. There we dressed up as mill workers and had a tour, finding out
about the history of the mill. Cromford Mill is recognised as the first true factory in the world and
the catalyst for the industrial revolution that Year 5 learn about in their current history topic on the
Victorians. Please have a look at out Twitter feed which can be accessed on our website for photos.
We arrived back at 5pm on Saturday evening.
Once again, I want to say a huge thank you to the staff who made this happen, especially as we had
to replace two members of the team due to staff illness.
The ‘day job’ is still there and I took this photo at 10pm Friday evening – catching up with school
emails and planning whilst listening for the children to settle down to sleep. Thankfully they all
eventually did and we had no disturbances after that!
We were very proud of how the children behaved and the coach driver commented how polite the
children were.

INSET Days for Ravensdale Junior School 2021-2022

Friday 17th September 2021
Tuesday and Wednesday 21st & 22nd December 2021
Queen’s Jubilee Bank Holiday Thursday 23rd December
Monday 28th February 2022
Friday 24th June 2022
RAVENSDALE JUNIOR SCHOOL
DERBY CITY HOLIDAY DATES
2021 – 2023
As confirmed by Derby City Council

School closes
Friday 22nd October 2021

Re-opens on
Monday 1st November 2021

Christmas

Thursday 23rd December
2021

Monday 10th January 2022

Mid-term

Friday 18th February 2022

Monday 28th February 2022

Easter

Friday 8th April 2022

Monday 25th April 2022

Mid-term

Friday 27th May 2022

Monday 6th June 2022

Summer

Friday 22nd July 2022

Thursday 1st September 2022

Mid-term

Friday 21st October 2022

Monday 31st October 2022

Christmas

Thursday 22nd December
2022

Monday 9th January 2023

Mid-term

Friday 17th February 2023

Monday 27th February 2023

Easter

Friday 31st March 2023

Monday 17th April 2023

Mid-term

Friday 26th May 2023

Monday 5th June 2023

Summer

Friday 21st July 2023

Monday 4th September 2023

Mid-term

