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Autumn Newsletter 3 3.10.22
Dear parents and carers
It’s suddenly October and celebrations of harvest are happening! We had a whole school assembly
today on this theme and are looking forward to welcoming your donations on Wednesday and
Thursday to support the Doorways Charity. Please see the letter that was emailed out for ideas
of items to send in. Many thanks for your support.
Reminder that this Friday, 7th of October is an INSET day. This training day is at Pride Park
for all Transform staff and there is a continued focus on DEIB – diversity, equity, inclusion and
belonging.

Zoe Cannon
Fundraising in School

In response to parent requests,
we will be doing a variety of
fundraising this year and the
school council will arrange 2
events for a specific charity.
Therefore, we will be joining in
with Children in Need and
Comic Relief this year, as well
as repeating the very
successful Race for Life.

Attendance

We’ve had a very good start to the year with attendance
of 96.7% so far! Keep it up! 😊
If your child is absent, we now have a dedicated absence
phone line, so please press one and then leave a message
when given the options.
We are monitoring late arrivals carefully, as this impacts
on the beginning of the day both for the child and the
teacher. If your child is late, please bring them to the
office to sign in.

Collection from School

Safeguarding is paramount in school and this is why we are using a system where all adults
collecting must be logged on our system. As part of this, it is essential that children wait for
permission from the teacher before being dismissed. We have had a couple of occasions recently
where children have left the group without this and staff are then searching for a possible
missing child. Thank you for your support with this matter.

Please ensure that you use the correct email address to contact school.

Communication

For general enquiries, please email Mrs Price, our office manager.
officemanager@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – Breakfast and After School Club bookings, all
payments, residential visits, attendance and general enquiries.
head@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – serious concerns or positive feedback
senco@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk - Special Educational Needs
pastoralsupport@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – emotional and behavioural support, support for
parents
chairofgovernors@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – communicate directly with the Chair of
Governors, Jill Wilkinson.
safeguarding@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – safeguarding concerns.
Year3@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – to contact year 3 teachers (just change the digit for other
year groups)

.

Year 5 Residential Visit

The Year 5 residential visit to Manor Adventure in Shropshire was a brilliant success over
the weekend of the 23rd of September. 48 children and 5 staff left school last Friday
morning and returned on Sunday afternoon, tired but very happy. The children took part in a
wide range of activities such as bouldering, archery, zipwire and a night walk.
I was delighted to learn that the children’s behaviour has been excellent and this was
commented on not only by the activity leaders, but also by the kitchen staff. Very proud
head teacher!
I am also so proud that we have got staff who are prepared to give up their weekend, get
home at 5pm on Sunday and be back in work on Monday. We do this to keep the costs down
for parents and to limit the impact on the curriculum in school.
Two kind parents took the trouble to email and another sent a card into school, which is
always so much appreciated:



Please pass on a HUGE thank you to all the staff involved in the Year 5 residential to
Shropshire. XXX has absolutely loved the time away, and has not stopped talking yet!!! It
sounds like an absolutely brilliant weekend and they have done so much!! We really do
appreciate the staff giving up their precious weekends so our children can have these
wonderful opportunities and create memories to last a lifetime.



I would like to wholeheartedly thank you and your lovely staff for arranging the residential
trip for year 5 last weekend. XXX was anxious about the trip. However, on his return he had
only compliments and praises at how great his trip was! Staff were very organised and
encouraging. We are so pleased he had this opportunity. Thank you once again.

Office Staff

After a period of transition, we would like to welcome Mrs Price in the office to
replace Mrs Lord. This role is complex, so please be patient as Mrs Price becomes
used to her new role.
Office opening hours are 8.30am – 4.00pm. Please make online payments wherever
possible, as this greatly helps our efficiency in the office.
A great deal of information is on our website, so please have a look there before calling
with a query.

Vaping and Smoking

Please be aware that neither vaping or smoking are allowed on our school site –
grounds as well as buildings.

Parents’ Evenings

Halloween Disco

We are holding a Halloween disco for the
children on Thursday 20th of October, 6.30
– 8.00pm. The cost is £2 on the door and
pupils can bring up to £3 to buy sweets.
Squash and water will be provided for free
– please bring water bottles. Dressing up
for fun is optional.
If any parents can help with the disco –
setting up from 6.00pm, or at the disco
itself, please email Mrs Price at
officemanager@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk

Parent Consultation evenings will
be on Thursday 13th of October
and Tuesday 18th of October.
Letters have now gone out with
information about how to sign up.
The teachers would very much
appreciate speaking to parents of
every child.
On the evening, we would be
grateful if all parents would
complete a short questionnaire on
an I-pad in the hall.

Marvellous Me

It’s fabulous that so many parents have signed up to Marvellous Me – thank you! If you
haven’t and would like to – please email your year group team.
Using this system, teachers will send home examples of the work being done in class, to
give you the opportunity to discuss this later with your child. However, they do not
have the time to send home 30 individual photos of work, so this will be an example to
inform you about the teaching that has taken place.

Medicines in School

Please be aware that we will only give prescribed medicines in school. The dose must be
4 times a day or more, unless the timings are stipulated due to the type of medication.

School Photos

Sincere apologies that the communication was rather last-minute regarding photos.
Please remember to read texts when they are sent out to ensure you are kept up to date.

Parent information update

On Wednesday October 5
at
7.00pm, we are offering a virtual
meeting for parents to find out how
we support behaviour and well-being
in school. If you would like to join us,
please use the zoom meeting link
below.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/8658938
4123?pwd=MTBzNXFKVElRcWhoN0s
ya2I0NFhJdz09
th

Meeting ID: 865 8938 4123
Passcode: 081223

PTFA

Several parents have expressed an
interest in forming a PTFA, which
would be a fantastic support for the
school. A parents, teachers and
friends association organises events
for the school and helps raise money
for specific projects or items. If
you are interested in getting involved
at any level, we are holding a meeting
in the school hall on Wednesday 12th
of October at 7.00pm. If you are
interested but can’t make the
meeting, do email Mrs Cannon to let
her know.

Feedback from Parent Report Slips

Thank you very much to parents who completed and returned the report slips.
There were many positive comments about how well supported pupils feel at school.
Please see our response to the suggested areas for improvement below;
Last minute communication
Better communication with
the SENCO

We try our best, but schools are busy places!
We have appointed a lady as SENCo liaison to help with
capacity.

Air Con

We have looked into this several times previously and were
told it would not work with our building. However, we will be
investigating this again.

More Afterschool clubs

We now have clubs running every afternoon but Tuesday.
Lunchtime clubs such as sewing, singing and chess have also
started.
This is done to ensure that the classes are balanced. We often
have children leave and join over the year which can change
the balance within a class. Friendships and many other areas
are considered.
This is happening and was explained on newsletter 2.
We already offer 3 main dinner choices with the aim of suiting
most dietary requirements and the kitchen does not have the
capacity to offer a fourth.
This is done in a variety of ways - verbal praise, Marvellous Me
Badges, stickers and house points. Each week, one child in
each class is given Star of the Week in assembly. Three
children each week are nominated by mid-days as lunchtime
stars.

Changing the classes each
year

More Trips
Halal menu options

Recognise and award good
behaviour

Kids always having to miss
out on a full PE lesson
because other kids can't
behave
Regular feedback for
homework

This should not be happening, unless it is the majority of the
group - followed up with staff.
We have just rewritten our homework policy so will share this
with parents shortly.

Message from the Chair of Governors, Jill Wilkinson
We are delighted to welcome three Governors to the Governing Body – two Parent
Governors: Matt Appleton and Mandy Clark and an additional Staff Governor Sebeena
Zaib. We are also hoping to confirm another Parent Governor at our next meeting.
We held our first meeting on 27 September and on behalf of the Governing Body I wanted
to congratulate you on obtaining the Gold Mark for Sport – well done to everyone at
Ravensdale. We understand the school is only one of 4 in Derby to attain this award.
We also heard about the fundraising that you have been doing – Race for Life and for the
Pakistan floods – again thank you.
Our numbers continue to be really good with only a couple of spare places across the
school. This shows us that our school is a school of choice and we have been told that the
all children, including our new Year 3’s have settled in well. Attendance is really good thus
far at over 96% - so thank you to our parents for ensuring your children attend school.
I visited school recently and have seen the changes around the site, the playground
markings, some new signage and also had the opportunity to speak to a number of staff
including your safeguarding team – again thank you to those staff who I had the
opportunity to spend some time with.
Our challenges this year continue to be on the financial situation, but the latest
government announcements have helped a little.
If you want to know more about the work of our Governing Body please get in touch.
Jill Wilkinson

Flower Bed

As part of a project on the school
grounds for all classes, Falcons have
planted 200 bulbs in the area between
the fences near the Trim Trail. Please
do not allow children to run on this
area before or after school. Thank
you!

Parent Governor Coffee
Morning

Thank you very much to the parents
who attended and made some
excellent suggestions which were
fed back to me. I believe that most
of these have been addressed
through the feedback for the
report slips and communication was
a key theme. I will ask staff to
ensure that any communication is in
writing to parents in some form and
not just passed to the child when it
is given out to a whole class.

INSET Days for Ravensdale Junior School 2022-23
Thursday 1st September 2022
Friday 2nd September 2022
th
Friday 7 October (different to infants) 2022
Thursday 22nd December
Monday 19th June 2023
Please note that the above INSET days are not on the calendar below and should be considered
separately.

RAVENSDALE JUNIOR SCHOOL
DERBY CITY HOLIDAY DATES
2022 – 2024
As confirmed by Derby City Council

School closes
Summer

Re-opens on
Thursday 1st September 2022

Mid-term

Friday 21st October 2022

Monday 31st October 2022

Christmas

Thursday 22nd December 2022

Monday 9th January 2023

Mid-term

Friday 17th February 2023

Monday 27th February 2023

Easter

Friday 31st March 2023

Monday 17th April 2023

Mid-term

Friday 26th May 2023

Monday 5th June 2023

Summer

Friday 21st July 2023

Monday 4th September 2023

Mid-term

Friday 27th October 2023

Monday 6th November 2023

Christmas

Friday 22nd December 2023

Monday 8th January 2024

Mid-term

Friday 16th February 2024

Monday 26th February 2024

Easter

Thursday 28th March 2024

Monday 15th April 2024

Mid-term

Friday 24th May 2024

Monday 3rd June 2024

Summer

Tuesday 23rd July 2024

Wednesday 4th September 2024

