Devonshire Drive, Mickleover, Derby. DE3 9EY
Telephone number: 01332 512373
Email: admin@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk
Follow us on Twitter @ravensdalejr
Website: www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk

Autumn Newsletter 5 4.11.22
Dear parents and carers
I do hope you enjoyed the unusually warm half term and had some fun getting out and about.
In school, we had some very old wooden windows replaced in the hall (high up above the kitchen
hatch) and the hall curtains have been taken down for cleaning and repair. The wooden planters
in the garden area have also been mended and are now ready for seeds to be planted in the
spring.
Our new senior administrator in the front office, Mrs Price, is embracing the challenge of
learning 360 pupils’ names plus parents! The office is an incredibly busy place, with emails and
phone calls coming in, First Aid for pupils, staff requests and parents in reception, as well as all
the key pieces of work that need to be completed. We would be incredibly grateful if you could
help us reduce the pressure on office staff by using our online payment system wherever
possible and reading all communication that is sent out to you, so that you don’t need to call the
office to check. The website is also an excellent source of information. Please note that the new
email address for any admin enquiries is admin@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk Thank you! 😊

Zoe Cannon
Key Dates

Tuesday 15th November
Wednesday 16th November
Wednesday 14th December
Thursday 15th December
Thursday 15th December
Friday 16th December
Monday 19th December
Monday 19th December
Tuesday 20th December
Tuesday 20th December
Wednesday 21st December

9.00am Parent Partnership Morning
7.00pm Parent PTFA AGM with warm samosas and bubbles!
9.15am Christmas Performance for Parents Yr3,4,5
1.45pm Christmas Performance for Parents Yr3,4,5
6.30pm Christmas film night
9.15am Christmas Performance for parents Yr3,4 5
12.00pm Christmas dinner and jumper day
1.30pm Year 3 and 4 Christmas parties
9.30am Rocksteady Concert
1.30pm Year 5 and 6 Christmas parties
Break up for Christmas

Pencil Cases

Many thanks to those of you who have already made the £10 payment for pencil cases and
stationery for the full school year. If you have not done so, we would be very grateful if you
could make the payment as soon as possible, in the interest of equity for families and supporting
the school. If your child is eligible for Pupil Premium funding, this is funded out of this budget.

Communication

For general enquiries, please email Mrs Price, our senior administrator in the office
admin@ravensalej.derby.sch.uk Breakfast and After School Club bookings, all payments,
residential visits, attendance and general enquiries.
head@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – serious concerns or positive feedback
senco@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk - Special Educational Needs
pastoralsupport@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – emotional and behavioural support, support for
parents
chairofgovernors@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – communicate directly with the Chair of
Governors, Jill Wilkinson.
safeguarding@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – safeguarding concerns.
Year3@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – to contact year 3 teachers (just change the digit for other
year groups)

Access to School

.

Children should arrive at school between 8.45 and 8.55am. If a child is likely to arrive
at school after 8.55am, they must be accompanied by and adult where possible and
enter via the main office.
Mornings
 The park gates are opened by 8.25am to allow access for children attending 8.30am
groups. They are then locked at 9.00am.
 Break fast club should only be accessed by parents on foot, as the car park is too
busy in the morning to allow parent cars down the drive. Parents should buzz at the
pedestrian drive gate and state your child’s name. Parents must have a place booked in
advance and be signed in by an adult.
 Blue badge holders are allowed to come down the drive in the morning if they have
completed a school agreement form. As our parking facilities are so limited, this must
be for drop-off only, not parking.
 Any children who are late (after 8.55am) must be come through the office and be
signed in by an adult if they were accompanied to school.
During the Day
 Parents are only permitted to come down the drive in their car if they have a blue
badge or are collecting a poorly child.
End of the Day
 The park gates and the pedestrian gate on the drive are open from 3.00 – 4.00pm
 Blue Badge holders are allowed down the drive to collect children if they have
completed the school agreement form. They should arrive no earlier than 3.25pm.
 The pedestrian gate on the drive is unlocked for collection from sports after school
clubs.
 Parents collecting from After School Club can come down the drive by car – please
buzz to request to be let in, stating your child’s name. Again, parents must have
booked a place in advance and be collected by a known adult.
Please remember that the office is open from 8.30 – 4.00pm. You can leave a message,
but the phones will not be answered after 4.00pm.
Parents in cars must not ‘tailgate’ a member of staff into school, but buzz through to
be given permission to come in, to ensure that we are safeguarding access to school.

Halloween Disco

The children had great fun and we raised £560. Along with the money from the samosa
sale, this has given each class £60 to spend on wet lunchtime toys. The children really
enjoy wet lunchtimes, as it gives them a different opportunity to socialise and play with
each other in the classroom. No screens are allowed and post-Covid, this is proving to
be a great time for children to develop their social skills.

Multiplication Check in Year 4

In June, all Year 4 children will have to complete a statutory online check (test) of
their multiplication tables. Last year, we were delighted that 50% achieved full marks
and 82% achieved 80% or above. However, now they are in year 5, many children do
not seem to have retained this knowledge, so please keep practising! Year 4 parents,
please ensure that you practise with your children in a variety of ways, including TT
rock stars. This is not just for the check, but so that your child can answer maths
questions much more quickly with this knowledge at their finger-tips. It’s a great help
if they have a good start in Year 3 too!

Parent Partnership Morning

Our next morning is on Tuesday 15th
of November 9.00 – 10.00am. We
will be looking at the foundation
subjects. The core subjects in school
are maths, English and Science. All of
the other subjects are known as
foundation subjects. There will be tea
and coffee in the hall, along with lovely
home-made biscuits! We will provide a
short presentation about our school
curriculum and then offer you the
chance to work alongside your child in
the classroom. This will be on a
subject of the teacher’s choice eg RE,
PSHE, history. Please email
admin@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk to
reserve a place.

Christmas

Years 3, 4 and 5 take part in
Christmas performances, with each
class having a 5-minute slot. This
year, our theme is ‘around the world’.
To avoid disruption to the
performance, parents will not be
permitted to arrive late or leave early,
unless by prior arrangement.

Homework

To support their learning, we ask that
all parents (even Yr6!) read with their
child five times a week and help them
learn spelling and times tables. A
variety of other homework will also be
sent. See the attached ‘homework on
a page’ document for details.

Behaviour and Well-being

We recently offered parents the opportunity to attend an evening zoom meeting on
behaviour and well-being in school. Only a small group attended, but there was very
positive feedback. If you missed this meeting and would like to see the recording,
please go to https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/share/TuFnJ2rJ1TXwGjEy8dnX1sk6WcbkeniWl7DjoIS6Ow0mHxqXCnsLeCu5rtnAbSv.bHrY8FJlBSxHDLKN Passcode: 0z8A9!tA

Vaping

Following recent concerns in school, please see this article for how quickly problems
can escalate.
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2022/jul/23/child-vapingepidemic-risks-becoming-public-health-catastrophe-in-uk-experts-warn

Financial Support

This link shows a variety of financial support that is available for families.
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/

Lunch boxes

So that children are ready to learn in the afternoon, please ensure that they have a
balanced lunch. A small chocolate bar such as a KitKat is fine, but sweets and large
chocolate bars should not be included. Please ensure that you include a drink as their
water bottle will be in their classroom. Naming lunchboxes, along with everything
else, is also a good idea!

Samosa Donations

A very generous parent
donated 100 samosas and
50 spring rolls for us to
sell as part of Diwali
celebrations. We made
£185 and this will be
added to the disco money
to provide a greater
range of toys for wet
lunchtimes.

PTFA

Many thanks to the parents who showed an interest
in setting up a PTFA at a recent meeting. We are
therefore going to hold an AGM meeting where we
agree a simple constitution and we will vote in a
Chair and Secretary (these roles could be shared).
We will also have a treasurer who will keep an
overview of balances, but monies will be looked after
by the school.
Please come along to the meeting on Wednesday
16th of November, 7pm, for samosas and bubbles.
There will be no pressure to take on any roles!!

Arrivals and Departures

The number of pupils who are arriving and leaving school late is causing significant
disruption to the school office. At the moment, we are regularly getting 12 children
arriving late each day. From this week, a member of the leadership or pastoral
teams will be on duty in reception to sign in late arrivals and the log the reason.
These will be closely monitored and a supportive improvement plan put in place for
families where necessary. Arriving late causes significant disruption to the class, as
the teacher will have already begun to teach the first lesson. It is also an
emotionally uncomfortable start to the day for the child.
We are also seeing a high number of pupils who have not been collected at 3.30pm.
Again, there is significant time involved in phoning parents to find out what is
happening.
We do understand that occasionally there will be circumstances that are out of your
control, but we would really appreciate all parents making the effort to drop off
and collect pupils on time.

INSET Days for Ravensdale Junior School 2022-23
Thursday 1st September 2022
Friday 2nd September 2022
Friday 7th October (different to infants) 2022
Thursday 22nd December 2022
Monday 19th June 2023

Please note that the above INSET days are not on the calendar below and should be considered
separately.

RAVENSDALE JUNIOR SCHOOL
DERBY CITY HOLIDAY DATES
2022 – 2023
As confirmed by Derby City Council

Christmas

School closes
Thursday 22nd December 2022

Re-opens on
Monday 9th January 2023

Mid-term

Friday 17th February 2023

Monday 27th February 2023

Easter

Friday 31st March 2023

Monday 17th April 2023

Mid-term

Friday 26th May 2023

Monday 5th June 2023

Summer

Friday 21st July 2023

Monday 4th September 2023

Mid-term

Friday 27th October 2023

Monday 6th November 2023

Christmas

Friday 22nd December 2023

Monday 8th January 2024

Mid-term

Friday 16th February 2024

Monday 26th February 2024

Easter

Thursday 28th March 2024

Monday 15th April 2024

Mid-term

Friday 24th May 2024

Monday 3rd June 2024

Summer

Tuesday 23rd July 2024

Wednesday 4th September 2024

