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Spring Newsletter 2 8.2.22
Dear parents and carers
You may have seen on Twitter that Year 6 have been busy clearing out the pond. They are trying
to get this ready for any frogs who may wish to lay their eggs here this year! This is part of a
wider scale project.
Last year, Year 5 took part in an initiative through Transform called ‘Let’s Talk Leadership’,
where they learned about the qualities needed to be an effective leader and how they could put
them into practice. This has continued with Transform through to this year and Year 6 are going
to be leading the rest of the school in developing our grounds. Each class has been given an area
of the school and Year 6 will be overseeing their plans and the work carried out.
This is an exciting project for the school, which will get the children learning outside and improve
the outside space for everyone. I am really looking forward to seeing what will develop!

Zoe Cannon
Pupils off School with Covid19

If your child is absent with Covid19,
please contact school if they are well
enough to complete work, so that we can
ensure that this is in place. We do not
expect pupils to work when they are
feeling ill.

Junior Bake-off

Have we got any budding cooks and bakers
amongst our pupils? Contestants are being
sought for the next junior bake-off
competition. Please see the attached flyer for
details.

Parent Meetings

These are taking place on Tuesday 15 and Thursday 17th of February. Please book on line if you
haven’t already – teachers really appreciate being able to speak to every parent or carer. As
Covid rates are still high, we are asking you to wear a mask and arrive at the correct time for
your appointment, as there will be no waiting area in school for most classes. Please go directly
to your child’s classroom door where possible.
th

Keeping Safe and Well

Individuals will need a test if they have any of the following:




A high temperature
A new continuous cough
A loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste

However, the symptoms of the delta variant are more likely to be:
 Runny nose
 Sore throat
 Headache
Please inform us of any child who has symptoms, or a positive test result by emailing the
safeguarding team (Mrs Cannon, Mrs Morris, Mrs Merriman, Mrs Wright and Miss Hayford) at
the following email address.
safeguarding@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk

Communication

For general enquiries, please email Mrs Lord, our office manager.
officemanager@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – Breakfast and After School Club bookings, all
payments, residential visits, attendance and general enquiries.
head@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – serious concerns or positive feedback
senco@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk - Special Educational Needs
pastoralsupport@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – emotional and behavioural support, support for
parents
chairofgovernors@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – communicate directly with the Chair of
Governors, Jill Wilkinson.
safeguarding@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – all Covid19 updates and any safeguarding concerns.
Year3@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – to contact year 3 teachers (just change the digit for other
year groups)

Sporting Events

.

We are starting to gradually introduce clubs
and sporting events once more. We are
involved with the Derby Schools Sports
Partnership and various small groups of
children are now being taken out to play in
competitions against other schools. Today,
a group will be going to play cricket.
The running challenge is going well and it
has been great to see so many children
regularly pushing themselves to do their
best round the track. One class has already
reached Paris and the others aren’t far
behind!

Online Safety

To help you keep up to speed with
current events, Mrs Wright is
delivering a zoom meeting for parents
on Tuesday 8th February at 7pm. The
online world changes at high speed, so
through the National Online safety
portal, we are trying to support families
with a fantastic resource to turn to for
up to date information. Do join us for
the meeting.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/96656755984?pwd=OWJQ
VjJoSjNoVUV3aFQ3Y2VtdjQ5Zz09
Meeting ID: 966 5675 5984
Passcode: 489296

INSET Day

Following half term, we have an INSET day, so children will break up on Friday 18th of
February and return to school on Tuesday 1st of March.

Year 6 Visit to the National Arboretum

Year 6 enjoyed their day out at the National Memorial Arboretum on Friday 28th January.
The children engaged well with learning about the different groups of people who sacrificed
their lives for the benefit of others and learnt about some of the dreadful events in the past
in different countries and how people were wrongly treated. We were very proud of their
behaviour and they represented the school well.
If you have never been to the Arboretum, it is well worth a visit! It is free to enter with a
small car parking fee of about £4. There is a restaurant, gift shop and small indoor exhibition
hall.

Dear Ravensdale Junior School,
It's that time of year again, and we're looking to recruit the next generation of Choristers
for Derby Cathedral Choir. At the Cathedral we offer a free, first-rate musical education to
Choristers in the Cathedral Choir, and we're looking to hear from the parents of children
who might be interested in coming along to a taster session in February or March. I'd be
very grateful if you would circulate the attached publicity amongst parents and pupils at
Ravensdale Junior School, and actively encourage the parents of any interested or musical
children to get in touch with us.
Derby Cathedral Choir is one of the only ensembles of its kind within the East Midlands,
singing a broad range of repertoire to the very highest standards from medieval plainsong to
newly commissioned works. All our Choristers receive a first-class musical education,
including free one-to-one singing and music theory lessons. Furthermore, all our Choristers
are paid a termly scholarship for their work at the Cathedral. Throughout their time in the
choir, our Choristers are trained in professional music-making; receive a unique all-round
cultural education; acquire a sense of self-confidence and purpose; gain vital leadership and
teamwork skills; develop lifelong friendships; and have plenty of fun in the process! We also
encourage all our Choristers to work their way through the Royal School of Church Music’s
Voice for Life scheme, with most Choristers leaving with either a Silver or Gold award. The
Cathedral Choir undertakes tours both within the UK and abroad. Previous tours include
Paris, Belgium and Rome and a tour to Greece is in the pipeline post COVID. CD recordings
and BBC broadcasts are regular features of the Cathedral Choir’s schedule, as are concerts
and performances with professional orchestras and soloists, and international artists;
including the Sixteen, John Rutter, Alexander L’Estrange, Jethro Tull and Sinfonia Viva.
Membership of the Cathedral Choir is free and no prior musical training is necessary.
Parents of interested children are warmly encouraged to contact the Music Department at
alexander@derbycathedral.org or 07760 766199 to book a taster session.

Play Safe, a new national safeguarding campaign (Football
Association)
Recently, the Football Association and the NSPCC launched ‘Play Safe’, a national campaign to
focus attention on the vital importance of safeguarding in football. At the heart of the
campaign are three short films to emphasise the importance of safeguarding for key groups
of people, crucially children themselves.
One aspect of the campaign is prompting parents to ask questions:
• Do you know your child’s club Welfare Officer?
• If so, do you have their tel no. in your ‘phone, as well as that of the NSPCC?
• Are you up to speed with your child’s club’s safeguarding policies and procedures?
• Do you regularly check-in with your child to see what they are enjoying/not enjoying and
why?

More information can be found here: https://www.thefa.com/PlaySafe

NSET Days for Ravensdale Junior School 2021-2022

Monday 28th February 2022
Friday 24th June 2022
Please note that the above INSET days are not on the calendar below and should be considered
separately.

RAVENSDALE JUNIOR SCHOOL
DERBY CITY HOLIDAY DATES
2021 – 2023
As confirmed by Derby City Council

Mid-term

School closes
Friday 18th February 2022

Re-opens on
Monday 28th February 2022

Easter

Friday 8th April 2022

Monday 25th April 2022

Mid-term

Friday 27th May 2022

Monday 6th June 2022

Summer

Friday 22nd July 2022

Thursday 1st September 2022

Mid-term

Friday 21st October 2022

Monday 31st October 2022

Christmas

Thursday 22nd December
2022

Monday 9th January 2023

Mid-term

Friday 17th February 2023

Monday 27th February 2023

Easter

Friday 31st March 2023

Monday 17th April 2023

Mid-term

Friday 26th May 2023

Monday 5th June 2023

Summer

Friday 21st July 2023

Monday 4th September 2023

