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Spring Newsletter 3 10.3.22
Dear parents and carers
I almost daren’t say that the number of Covid cases has decreased markedly since half term and
we have only had one new case this week!
It is very good news that the majority of people are only getting cold-like symptoms, but it is still
important to be vigilant and not send children to school if they have any Covid related symptoms.
While you can, please continue to use a test if any symptoms occur and let us know of children
testing positive. Please see the letter from Dr Robyn Dewis attached with further details.
Due to the drop in numbers, we are reverting to completely normal lunchtimes, almost 2 years to
the day from when we went into the first lockdown. Therefore, year 5 and 6 will be eating in the
hall and no longer in their classrooms. This also means that children have up to 50 minutes to play
outside and socialise together with a wide variety of toys and games. Great fun!

Zoe Cannon
Celebration of Dance

Red Nose Day

A huge well done to a group of Year 6
children who performed in the Derby City
celebration of dance yesterday at the
Riverside Centre. Mrs Hands led the
group and they had practised nearly
every breaktime since Christmas. They
also performed to parents in the hall
yesterday. It was a wonderfully emotive
performance and the children should feel
very proud of themselves!

We are celebrating Red Nose day on Friday
18th March with children dressing up as their
super heroes and bringing in a donation for the
cause.

School Uniform

The children look very smart in their Ravensdale Uniforms, but sadly, it is not the same for all
for PE kits. This really lets the school down and gives the class a very dishevelled appearance if
a third of children are not wearing the correct uniform. It should be plain black or dark blue
tracksuit with no stripes, logos etc. Please help us to keep standards high across the school by
providing your child with the correct uniform and insisting that they wear it.

Keeping Safe and Well

The following can be symptoms of Covid19







A high temperature
A new continuous cough
A loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste
Runny nose
Sore throat
Headache

Please inform us of any child who has symptoms, or a positive test result by emailing the
safeguarding team at the following email address.
safeguarding@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk

Coffee Morning for Parents of Children with SEND

All parents are invited to attend a coffee morning on Wednesday 23rd March, 9-10am in our
Community Room (next to reception). This is an opportunity to chat with school staff and
other parents who have children with a variety of different needs.

Communication

For general enquiries, please email Mrs Lord, our office manager.
officemanager@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – Breakfast and After School Club bookings, all
payments, residential visits, attendance and general enquiries.
head@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – serious concerns or positive feedback
senco@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk - Special Educational Needs
pastoralsupport@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – emotional and behavioural support, support for
parents
chairofgovernors@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – communicate directly with the Chair of
Governors, Jill Wilkinson.
safeguarding@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – all Covid19 updates and any safeguarding concerns.
Year3@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – to contact year 3 teachers (just change the digit for other
year groups)

.

Year 4

This term, Year 4 have been using the iPads
to explore the Roman world. We started
off on a virtual school trip to Rome and
Pompeii with a few stops around the UK on
the way home. We have been using a range
of apps to make videos, keynotes and talking
pictures.

SEND

To give parents a better idea of how we
support children with special
educational needs and disabilities in
school, Miss Hayford (SENDCo) is
leading a zoom meeting for any
interested parents on Tuesday 22nd
March at 7.00pm for half an hour. The
link for the meeting is as follows:
https://zoom.us/j/91305991436?pwd=L
0lYTFQyK1c2aVoxL3lIY1krOXNmUT09
Meeting ID: 913 0599 1436
Passcode: 341569

Watches

Children are allowed to wear watches and Fitbits to school, as long as they are not able to
access the internet. Smart watches are not permitted. I know that analogue (round face)
watches are very much out of fashion, but this continues to be part of the maths curriculum,
so it is very helpful if you can practice the skill of telling the time at home.

Information for parents and carers on COVID-19 vaccination for at
risk 5 to 11 year olds
Please share the following information with parents and carers of at risk 5 to 11 year olds.
Children aged 5 to 11 years who are in a clinical risk group or who live with someone who is
immunosuppressed can get the COVID-19 vaccine, in line with advice set out by the Joint
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI). Eligible children include those with
diabetes, immunosuppression, learning disabilities, and other conditions as outlined by the UK
Health Security Agency (UKHSA) in the Green Book.
Vaccinations help to increase protection against COVID-19, which is particularly important for
those with underlying health conditions.
Further information is available in the guide for parents of children aged 5 to 11 years
published by UKHSA. We have published some frequently asked questions on the vaccination
programme including information on eligibility, accessibility and advice for parents of children
at high risk from COVID-19. Following advice from the JCVI, healthy 5 to 11 year old children
will also be offered two 10 microgram doses of the COVID-19 vaccine. The NHS will prepare to
extend this non-urgent offer to all children during April.

From Marvellous Me

Just a quick update as we are aware that parents may be having an issue clearing their
notification counter on MarvellousMe. This is related to a recent improvement we made with
the Memory Book feature.
We are working hard to fix this and hope to have an update out imminently. Everything else is
working as normal, we are just aware the tally might cause some confusion.
In the meantime, should any parents contact you, please ask them to:
 have the latest version of the Parent app installed
 check that in their app settings the 'device alerts' toggle is on and
 switch on email alerts as a backup.
To clear their notifications counter, as a workaround they need to tap on the next
notification pop-up they receive from MarvellousMe. This will open the app and
automatically clear their counter. NB The counter will not clear if they open the app through
the normal app icon.
As always, parents can contact us via the help centre
at www.marvellousme.com and we’ll be pleased to help them.

War in Ukraine

It can be very difficult to know how to discuss the current atrocities with our children.
The following links and resources may be of help. They may not work as embedded links, but
can be cut and pasted into your browser.
The Key has created a free pack of resources for all schools which includes:
• How to talk to pupils: https://key.sc/3vFsVzU
• Parent information and support pack: http://key.sc/3IKqZtw
How to talk to your teenager about the invasion of Ukraine (BBC Bitesize/Anna Freud Centre)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zbrdjsg
How To Talk To Your Child About The War In Ukraine (YoungMinds)
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/blog/top-tips-for-talking-to-your-young-personabout-the-events-in-ukraine/
Worrying about Russia and Ukraine (Childline)
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-involved/articles/worrying-about-russia-ukraine/
Worrying about war and conflict Sarah Dove (Phoenix Education Consultancy)
https://www.phoenixgrouphq.com/tools

Staff Vacancies

We currently have a vacancy for an After School Club leader. The hours are
Monday – Friday, 3.00 – 6.00pm. If you are interested in the role, please could you
email Mrs Cannon in the first instance at head@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk

INSET Days for Ravensdale Junior School 2021-2022

Friday 24th June 2022
Please note that the above INSET days are not on the calendar below and should be considered
separately.

RAVENSDALE JUNIOR SCHOOL
DERBY CITY HOLIDAY DATES
2021 – 2023
As confirmed by Derby City Council

Mid-term

School closes
Friday 18th February 2022

Re-opens on
Monday 28th February 2022

Easter

Friday 8th April 2022

Monday 25th April 2022

Mid-term

Friday 27th May 2022

Monday 6th June 2022

Summer

Friday 22nd July 2022

Thursday 1st September 2022

Mid-term

Friday 21st October 2022

Monday 31st October 2022

Christmas

Thursday 22nd December
2022

Monday 9th January 2023

Mid-term

Friday 17th February 2023

Monday 27th February 2023

Easter

Friday 31st March 2023

Monday 17th April 2023

Mid-term

Friday 26th May 2023

Monday 5th June 2023

Summer

Friday 21st July 2023

Monday 4th September 2023

