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Telephone number: 01332 512373
Email: admin@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk
Follow us on Twitter @ravensdalejr
Website: www.ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk

Newsletter Summer 21.5.2021
Dear parents and carers
It is wonderful to be meeting up with friends again and starting to return to a more
‘normal’ life. However, please continue to be vigilant and follow the rules. Covid19 is still
around and when it gets into schools, it can pass around quickly due to the numbers of
pupils in a class. No other organisation has quite the same challenge as schools when it
comes to the proximity of people. Therefore, it is essential that families do all they can
to prevent it getting into schools in the first place. Please remember that lateral flow
tests are free from any chemist and it greatly reduces the spread of the virus if adults
are using them twice a week. However, if a anyone has symptoms, you must obtain a full
PCR test from a centre, with your whole household isolating until the result is known.

Z Cannon

Thank you for your support.

Next Year

Some of the changes that we have put in
place this year, we intend to keep. I’m sure
you’ll be pleased to hear that we are going to
continue to provide pencil cases, stationery
and crayons for the year. We are will be
asking for parents to pay £10 towards this,
which represents very good value, and it will
be funded for children who are classed as
Pupil Premium. We are also going to retain
the children coming into school wearing their
PE kits, as this saves time, means that no-one
forgets their kit and has massively reduced
lost property!

Reading Books

We have now started a more flexible
exchange system. The books are returned
to a box marked with that day of the week
and then quarantined for 48 hours before
they are replaced on the shelves. We are
continuing to restrict classes to times when
they can swap the books, so there is no
mixing of bubbles. This means children will
now be able to have books over the weekend
and that more reading at home can take
place! It’s great to curl up with a book on a
rainy evening! Thank you to a parent for
suggesting this.

Break time snacks

Children are permitted to bring fresh fruit, dried fruit, vegetables or cheese for a snack. Lately
we have noticed that some children are finding it very hard to get into individually wrapped plastic
packets of cheese and are chewing through the plastic. Please ensure that your child can easily
open any snack and if not, open it before hand and send it in another container. Thank you.

Keeping Safe and Well

If your child or anyone you live with shows any symptoms of Corona Virus, they
should not attend school or work and need to access a test asap. They need to selfisolate, along with the rest of their household. Therefore, brothers and sisters
should not attend school until you have received a negative test result.
Individuals will need a test if they have any of the following:




A high temperature
A new continuous cough
A loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste

The fastest way to get tested is to go to a testing site. Individuals will need a pre-booked
appointment or they will not be given a test.
People can also order home test kits to be sent directly to them. To book an appointment or
order a home kit, please visit:
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
Use the following link if you believe that you need a test.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/askfor-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/

Administrative Assistant

Sadly, Mrs Hunt is leaving our school office next Friday for a new position in another school.
We are very sorry to see her go but delighted that she is following her chosen career path.
There has been some interest from parents in this position in our school office. This is now
being advertised on Indeed and you will find the job specification and the application form
there.

Communication
.

admin@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk - school business manager
officemanager@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – Breakfast and After School Club bookings,
all payments, residential visits and attendance.
head@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – serious concerns or positive feedback
senco@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk - Special Educational Needs
pastoralsupport@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – emotional and behavioural support, support
for parents
chairofgovernors@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – communicate directly with the Chair of
Governors, Mike Jackson.
safeguarding@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – all Covid19 updates and any safeguarding
concerns.
Year3@ravensdalej.derby.sch.uk – to contact year 3 teachers (just change the digit for other
year groups)

Derby Book Festival
Email received from the organiser:

Please find attached a flyer for the Children's event for this year's Derby Book Festival. It
would be brilliant if you could share the information with your children and their parents and
carers.
One event they might be particularly interested in is described in the bottom right hand
corner of the flyer - 'Jane Porter Collage Workshops' in which she will feature 'The Boy
Who Loved Everyone' one of the shortlisted books for this year's Derby Book Festival
Children's Book Award 2021 on Saturday 5th June at 10.30/ 2.00 / 4.30 at Deda, Chapel
Street, Derby.
The Family Fun Days - one each day from Saturday 29th May until Wednesday 2nd June
each in a different Derby park seem a very good way of spending a day in half term, fingers
crossed for the weather.

Online Gaming

Young Minds have a variety of information on their website to support parents in this area:
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-tosupport-gaming/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=may_newsletter_2021

Young people tell us they would like parents to:


Start by finding out what their experience is, rather than making assumptions
that gaming is ‘bad’



Ask them what they enjoy about gaming and what they get out of it, and be
interested in what they have to say



Recognise that gaming is a social thing – that for some young people, time
spent gaming is also time spent with friends



Think about ways to make gaming more sociable if you are worried that they are
spending lots of time gaming alone



Be curious about what else might be going on for them when they are worried
about their behaviour – focusing on finding out what might be leading them to
game so much or in certain ways, rather than assuming gaming is the problem



Look for a compromise together.

Young people tell us they don’t like it when parents:


Do not recognise the ways in which gaming is helping, and instead approach the
conversation as if gaming is ‘bad’



Minimise or dismiss the fact that gaming is important to them



Focus on the fact that the time spent gaming could be spent on schoolwork,
rather than also thinking about other interests they might enjoy



Ban gaming rather than looking for a compromise, without recognising that this
can cut them off from their friends.

Message from the Chair of Governors
Dear Parents,
On behalf of the governors, we would like to thank you all for your continued support
as the school moves to the last half term of another particularly difficult year for
all concerned.
The governors have continued to meet regularly and the reports from Mrs Cannon on
how your children have responded to the demands of new learning practices have
been very heartening. Thank you for your continued engagement with the school.
On another note, having been a governor at the school since 2002 and chair for the
last two years I have decided that now is the time to retire so the school will be
appointing a new Chair of Governors. I shall be sad to leave in a way, my own three
children who came through Ravensdale still look very fondly back on their years
there. The school is in a strong place and under the leadership of Mrs Cannon will
continue to provide the quality learning experiences that we as parents have always
valued.
Best wishes to you and your families for the rest of the term and hope you all keep
safe.
Mike Jackson (Chair of Governors)

RAVENSDALE JUNIOR SCHOOL
DERBY CITY HOLIDAY DATES
2020 – 2022
As confirmed by Derby City Council
To be read in conjunction with INSET days below

School closes
Mid-term
Friday 28th May 2021
Summer

Thursday 22nd July 2021

Re-opens on
Monday 7th June 2021
Thursday 2nd September 2021

INSET Days for Ravensdale Junior School 2020-2021
Friday 25th June 2021

RAVENSDALE JUNIOR SCHOOL
DERBY CITY HOLIDAY DATES

2021 – 2023
As confirmed by Derby City Council
To be read in conjunction with INSET days below

School closes

Re-opens on
Thursday 2nd September 2021

Summer
Mid-term

Friday 22nd October 2021

Christmas

Thursday
2021

Mid-term

Friday 18th February 2022

Monday 28th February 2022

Easter

Friday 8th April 2022

Monday 25th April 2022

Mid-term

Friday 27th May 2022

Monday 6th June 2022

Summer

Friday 22nd July 2022

Thursday 1st September 2022

Mid-term

Friday 21st October 2022

Monday 31st October 2022

Christmas

Thursday
2022

Mid-term

Friday 17th February 2023

Monday 27th February 2023

Easter

Friday 31st March 2023

Monday 17th April 2023

Mid-term

Friday 26th May 2023

Monday 5th June 2023

Summer

Friday 21st July 2023

Monday 4th September 2023

23rd

22nd

December

December

Monday 1st November 2021
Monday 10th January 2022

Monday 9th January 2023

INSET Days for Ravensdale Junior School 2021-2022

Friday 17th September 2021
Wednesday & Thursday 22nd & 23rd December 2021
Monday 28th February 2022
Friday 24th June 2022

