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Teaching and learning policy
2021-22
Tea ching at learning
At Ravensdale, we believe that being mentally and physically healthy is at the forefront of achieving a happy and
successful life. Through a balanced curriculum we aim to expose pupils to knowledge and deepen understanding
through a local, national and global context.

Ravens Values

Ravens Values

R = reflect A=aim high V=value others E=explore N=now it’s me S=stick at
it
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Planning expectations
Planning is an integral part of the teaching and
learning process.
• Staff plan together in teams
• Connected learning links - through English,
maths, topic and science where appropriate.
• Formats should display - learning intentions,
planned activities, intended outcomes and
impact. They should show a progressive
learning plan at age related expectations.
• Weekly, medium and long-term planning is
used to map out the curriculum for the year.
• Yearly overviews are in place and reviewed
and edited regularly.
• Takes into account what has happened before
and what will happen next - revisiting and
preparing for new learning.
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Planning Process at Ravensdale

Step 4
S

Impact and review
Evaluate the outcomes and
impact of what has been
learnt. Then begin the process
again.

Assessment (thinking about impact)
Staff are expected to assess pupils progress through formative and summative
assessment processes. As well as considering the impact, reviewing and editing
learning to ensure the best possible outcomes for pupils.

Step 3

Implementation
Strategies to be used. Deliberately plan and design
how the knowledge and skills will be delivered to the
pupils, then do it! Use researched and evidenced
strategies.

Strategies used for assessment formative and summative
- Formal termly testing in Core Subjects
- Informal low stakes quizzes
- Staff observation and pupil voice
- Formalised O-Track tracking system for all subjects.

Curriculum – key drivers
At Ravensdale, we believe that being mentally and physically healthy is at the
forefront of achieving a happy and successful life. Through a balanced
curriculum we aim to expose pupils to knowledge and deepen understanding
through a
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Our curriculum Our aim is to put into practice, a curriculum which is balanced and encourages deepening
knowledge, meeting the requirements of the National Curriculum, Religious Education and Collective
Worship. Our school values are promoted throughout the classroom, during lessons and as part of the wider
school.
Being physically and mentally healthy is of upmost importance at Ravensdale. As a result, these areas are
woven throughout the curriculum in areas such as Commando Joe, the daily run, practical active maths,
drama and rehearsal in English and in discrete ways such as Lego Therapy to develop social skills and
through a wide range of PE and extra-curricular opportunities.

Core - Maths, reading and writing
• Talk for Writing, one unit per half
term, supported by creative writing
units – often linked to topic or
wider curriculum areas.
• Whole class shared reading.
• Cross curricular writing and reading
through topic and science lessons
• Mastery Maths, supported by white
rose Maths.

Specific interventions are implemented as
needed

Foundation – Curriculum subjects
• Learning is linked to a topic which comes from
our key drivers: Understanding – Ourselves and
Others, Our World, Our Past, Present and Future.
• Taught as individual subjects linked to a topic
where possible.
• Connected learning as part of topic titles.
• RE, PE and PSHE taught as part of given schemes.
• Progression documents map our learning in each
year group for each subject.
• Subject on a page documents support the
progression documents and act as an overview for
each subject.

Extracurricular -Learning outside of the curriculum
Sports, Music and Arts, Residential in every year group, Dance and Drama, Academic such as
Reading and Science clubs

Understanding cognition the science behind how
children learn - specifically
cognitive load theory and
metacognitive strategies
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engaging lessons in a
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Use ofstaff
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and
Videos, picture, written information,
activity, written text etc
Introduce a knowledge organiser for
the topic. Use of direct teaching
instruction.
Retrieval
Use of retrieval practice
and self-review. E.g. Low
stakes quizzes, targeted

information for pupils. Prepared models and talked through
examples modelling thinking to pupils in the session. e.g. T4W
modelled writing, maths processes, how to create a timeline in
history or label a map. Be clear on expectations and re- visit
model with those
pupils who need additional clarification.
Vocabulary

Teaching at
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Tier 1 / Tier 2 / Tier 3 through curriculum, English,
specific focuses in shared reading. Build up of

Independent learning
and thinking
Provide enough time for
practice and application
of teaching models.
metacognitive
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strategies
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children who
evaluation.
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Give minds.
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• independent, creative thinkers
and selfindependence.
reflective learners.
• mentally healthy and can manage
emotions and healthy relationships with
others.
• active, engaged pupils who ‘think outside
the box’ with their own learning.
• supportive and encouraging of each
other.
• tolerant, sensitive and understanding of
others views and property.
• able to develop into lifelong committed
learners who achieve their full potential.
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Key well thought through,
deliberate questions to check
for understanding and move
learning forward.
e.g.
- Questions which force the
retrieval of information from
previous sessions.
- why do you think questions
- what is the evidence
questions
- Is that always true – find an
example
Promote our RAVENS school
- why?values.
Are you sure?
Provide a challenging and
stimulating
curriculum
- compare the answer.

designed to enable all children to reach the
highest standards of personal achievement.
Recognise and be constantly aware of the needs
of each individual child.
Ensure that all teaching is progressive and has
continuity.
Maintain an up-to-date knowledge of National
Curriculum programs of study, and allow all
children access to the National Curriculum,
regardless of sex, ethnic origin and disability.
Work collaboratively with a shared philosophy
and commonality.

Our School Community
Parents / Carers
•

•
•
•
•

Are actively encouraged to visit school as part of
parent partnership days, as volunteers in class
and for days out.
Parents and carers are invited in for special
events such as grandparent’s day.
Regular update of pupils’ progress through parent
consultation evenings.
Use of parent view to gain opinions of the school.
Maintaining communication through T2P, school
website, twitter, social media, phone calls and
letters, including a regular newsletter.

Corridors and shared
spaces
Shared spaces - neat,
tidy and organized with engaging displays
showcasing pupils
work.

Hall is clean and tidy –
with displays
celebrating our
heritage, local, national
and global areas.
Corridors are tidy and
clear of clutter. If used

We aim for our staff to be ...
• happy healthy staff, who are interested,
imaginative, independent, creative thinkers and
learners, and able to ‘think outside the box’.
• supportive and encouraging of others,
• passionate about all pupil’s potential to achieve
• able to use a wide variety of supportive
strategies.
• able to plan and asses effectively and
collaboratively in line with requirements to ensure
pupils progress and achievement.

Playgrounds- outdoor space.

Trim trail is used on a timetable.
Organised playground toys
Hadley Haven as a teaching and
learning space.
Outdoor PE lessons
Outdoor learning
Daily mile.

School Environment
An environment of
challenge and success
should be fostered and
pupils should feel safe

Displays

Classroom displays should be
exciting and imaginative.
There should be maths and
English WW.
Topic displays showcase pupils
work and information.
Promotion of reading through a
display and or a reading corner.
A good balance of teacher
modelling, information and pupils
work.

Our classroom Expectations
• Clean, tidy, organised classrooms.
• Relevant and up to date displays - T4W, Maths WW, notice board, topic display, promotion of
reading. (also see display on a page)
• A dedicated reading space / area where relevant books are displayed and promoted.
• Our Values are displayed and celebrated across the school.
• Labelled tidy resources
• A mixture of pupils work and information is displayed in class.
• 5 bs, Ravens Values, clear door labels

